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Name Organisation F2F/Tel Date

Tony Bartlett      Business Link Kent *   F2F 7 May
Rob Cottrill      Tunbridge Wells BC   F2F 8 May
David Candlin      Tunbridge Wells BC    F2F 15 May
Mark Raymond      Tonbridge & Malling BC   F2F 15 June 
Robin Hales     Sevenoaks DC    F2F 15 June
Pav Ramewal    Sevenoaks DC    F2F 15 June
Hamish Buttle     Sevenoaks DC   F2F 15 June
Ross Gill                                                             Kent County Council F2F 28 May
Jim McKenzie                                                    Kent  County Council F2F 28 May
Mike Bodkin   Kent County Council   F2F 29 June
Ahmad Eslami     Learning & Skills Council  F2F 15 May
Mandy Bearne   Locate in Kent    F2F 15 May
Jo James   Invicta Chamber                           F2F 29 May
Simon Richardson                                             SEEDA F2F 7 May
Frank Sims Maidstone & T-Wells Trust Tel 4 June
Paul Hannon Hadlow College Tel 1 June
David Nightingale University of Kent  Tel 4 June
Alan Reed University of Greenwich Tel 29 May
Chris Hare West Kent College Tel 21 May
Rosie Serpis AXA-PPP Tel 18 May
Mark Salisbury West Kent Police Tel 21 May
Peter King The Partnership Tel 8 June
Scrutiny Committee Members Tunbridge Wells Borough Council F2F 7 October
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Net change in industrial units 

VAT Registrations minus Deregistrations (Sevenoaks)
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Number of VAT Based Industries (2007) 

Sevenoaks 
Tonbridge & 
Malling 

Tunbridge 
Wells  West Kent 

Enterprise Units  №  %  №  %  №  %  №  % 
Agriculture  190 4.1 120 3.3  235 5.6 545 4.4

Production  345 7.5 290 7.9  285 6.8 920 7.4

Construction  650 14.0 575 15.6  430 10.3 1,655 13.3

Motor Trades  170 3.7 135 3.7  135 3.2 440 3.5

Wholesale  485 10.5 275 7.5  290 6.9 1,050 8.4

Retail  365 7.9 280 7.6  445 10.6 1,090 8.7

Hotels & Catering  215 4.6 195 5.3  230 5.5 640 5.1

Transport  130 2.8 165 4.5  90 2.2 385 3.1

Post & 
Telecommunications 

35 0.8 45 1.2  35 0.8 115 0.9

Finance  30 0.6 35 1.0  35 0.8 100 0.8

Property & Business 
Services 

1,580 34.1 1,235 33.6  1,560 37.3 4,375 35.0

Education  30 0.6 35 1.0  25 0.6 90 0.7

Health  30 0.6 20 0.5  30 0.7 80 0.6

Public Admin & Other 
Services 

375 8.1 270 7.3  355 8.5 1,000 8.0

Total  4,630 100.0 3,675 100.0  4,180 100.0 12,485 100.0
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Number of VAT Based Industries by Age (2007) 

 

Sevenoaks 
Tonbridge & 

Malling 
Tunbridge 

Wells West Kent 
Age of business № % № % № % № % 

Under 2 years old 790 17.1 660 18.0 665 15.9 2,115 16.9

2 to 3 years old 660 14.3 550 15.0 620 14.8 1,830 14.7

4 to 9 years old 1,210 26.1 985 26.8 1,080 25.8 3,275 26.2

10+ years old 1,970 42.5 1,480 40.3 1,815 43.4 5,265 42.2

Total 4,630 100.0 3,675 100.0 4,180 100.0 12,485 100.0
 
 

Number of VAT Based Industries by Employment Size (2007) 

Sevenoaks 
Tonbridge & 

Malling 
Tunbridge 

Wells West Kent 
Employment size band № % № % № % № % 

0 to 4 persons employed 3,595 77.9 2,735 74.5 3,230 77.4 9,560 76.7

5 to 9 persons employed 585 12.7 455 12.4 525 12.6 1,565 12.6

10 to 19 persons employed 250 5.4 240 6.5 250 6.0 740 5.9

20+ persons employed 185 4.0 240 6.5 170 4.1 595 4.8

Total 4,615 100.0 3,670 100.0 4,175 100.0 12,460 100.0
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Total employee jobs (West Kent)
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Employee jobs by Industry  2007 – West Kent districts 

Sevenoaks Tonbridge and Malling Tunbridge Wells 
Industry group 

№ % № % № % 
Manufacturing 3,700 9.0 5,800 10.5 3,200 6.8

Construction 3,800 9.2 3,300 5.9 1,700 3.6

Distribution, hotels & restaurants 11,100 27.0 12,900 23.2 13,200 28.2

Transport & communications 1,400 3.4 5,400 9.7 1,600 3.4

Finance, IT, other business activities 9,800 23.8 10,700 19.3 10,800 23.1

Public admin, education & health 7,800 19.0 12,800 23.1 12,600 26.9

Primary industries 800 1.9 1,900 3.4 1,200 2.6

Other services 2,600 6.3 2,800 5.0 2,500 5.3
Total 41,100 100.0 55,500 100.0 46,800 100.0
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Employee jobs by industry  2007 – comparison 

West Kent Medway Towns Kent 
Industry group 

№ % № % № % 
Manufacturing 12,700 8.8 8,500 10.1 57,900 9.0
Construction 8,800 6.3 4,700 5.6 36,200 5.6
Distribution, hotels & restaurants 37,200 26.2 20,600 24.5 166,700 25.8
Transport & communications 8,400 5.5 4,800 5.7 41,200 6.4
Finance, IT, other business 
activities 

31,300 22.1 
14,300 17.0 111,300 17.2

Public admin, education & health 33,200 23.0 25,300 30.0 186,000 28.8
Primary industries 3,900 2.6 1,100 1.3 16,900 2.6
Other services 7,900 5.6 5,000 5.9 30,300 4.7
Total 143,400 100.0 84,200 100.0 646,500 100.0

Unemployment claimant numbers and rate – West Kent districts 

Sevenoaks 
Tonbridge 
& Malling 

Tunbridge 
Wells Date 

№ rate № rate № rate 
January 2007 713 1.1 808 1.2 631 1.0
April 2007 614 0.9 691 1.0 595 0.9
July 2007 565 0.8 679 1.0 612 1.0
October 2007 499 0.7 610 0.9 578 0.9
January 2008 519 0.8 642 0.9 562 0.9
April 2008 503 0.7 644 0.9 579 0.9
July 2008 517 0.8 669 1.0 545 0.9
October 2008 692 1.0 756 1.1 693 1.1
January 2009 1,071 1.6 1,187 1.7 1,073 1.7
April 2009 1,498 2.2 1,660 2.4 1,433 2.3
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Claimant rates and the percent rise / fall based on the situation in January 2008 

Jan-08 Apr-08 Jul-08 Oct-08 Jan-09 Apr-09 

District Rate Rate
Rise/ 

fall Rate
Rise/ 

fall Rate 
Rise/ 

fall Rate
Rise/ 

fall Rate
Rise/ 

fall 
Sevenoaks 0.8 0.7 -13% 0.8 0% 1.0 25% 1.6 100% 2.2 175%

Tonbridge & 
Malling 

0.9 0.9 0% 1.0 11% 1.1 22% 1.7 89% 2.4 167%

Tunbridge 
Wells 

0.9 0.9 0% 0.9 0% 1.1 22% 1.7 89% 2.3 156%

Ashford 1.2 1.2 0% 1.3 8% 1.5 25% 2.2 83% 3.0 150%

Maidstone 1.1 1.1 0% 1.2 9% 1.4 27% 2.0 82% 2.7 145%

 

Unemployment claimant numbers and rate – comparison 

West Kent Medway Kent Great Britain 
Date 

№ rate № rate № rate № rate 

January 2007 2,152 1.1 4,387 2.8 16,784 2.0 938,625 2.5
April 2007 1,900 0.9 4,213 2.6 16,224 1.9 893,329 2.4
July 2007 1,856 0.9 3,695 2.3 14,438 1.7 829,900 2.3
October 2007 1,687 0.8 3,536 2.2 13,289 1.6 778,057 2.1
January 2008 1,723 0.9 3,464 2.2 13,466 1.6 806,431 2.2
April 2008 1,726 0.8 3,681 2.3 13,378 1.6 810,417 2.2
July 2008 1,731 0.9 3,733 2.3 13,727 1.6 843,888 2.3
October 2008 2,141 1.1 4,188 2.6 15,662 1.9 939,900 2.6
January 2009 3,331 1.7 5,501 3.5 22,440 2.7 1,243,064 3.4
April 2009 4,591 2.3 6,808 4.3 27,924 3.3 1,510,759 4.1
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Trends of employee jobs in industry groups - West Kent districts and comparison (% is proportion of total employee jobs) 
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Distribution, Hotels and Restaurants
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Banking, Finance and Insurance
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Trends in employment jobs within industrial groups - snapshots of 1995, 2001 and 2007 
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Population forecast of economically active  (% rise/ fall based on year 2006) 

Workforce forecast
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Tonbridge & Malling 0.0% 1.2% 2.2% 3.6% 3.9%

Tunbridge Wells 0.0% 1.1% 2.1% 1.9% 0.2%

West Kent 0.0% 0.4% 0.7% 0.6% ‐0.4%

yr2006 yr2011 yr2016 yr2021 yr2026

 
 

Trend in gross weekly pay (£) for full-time resident employees (calculated as a median) 

Year Sevenoaks 
Tonbridge 
& Malling 

Tunbridge 
Wells 

West Kent Kent South East 

2002 444.6 418.5 439.0 434.0 411.8 435.1 

2003 499.0 449.3 454.5 467.6 425.6 451.0 

2004 506.0 469.0 479.6 484.9 444.3 461.8 

2005 564.0 490.7 504.1 519.6 455.1 468.9 

2006 550.9 515.1 487.9 518.0 467.4 486.5 

2007 575.5 519.5 558.5 551.2 496.1 502.3 

2008 602.3 518.4 570.3 563.7 507.0 523.2 
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Percentage rise of earnings since 2002 - comparison  

Gross weekly pay
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Total number of people qualified (% of working age population) 

Sevenoaks Tonbridge & Malling 
Tunbridge 

Wells 
West Kent 

Qualifications 
№ % № % № % № % 

NVQ4 and above 21,600 31.9 19,500 28.0 19,700 31.4 60,800 30.4

NVQ3 and above 29,500 43.5 34,400 49.4 31,600 50.4 95,500 47.7

NVQ2 and above 41,800 61.7 47,900 68.7 45,000 71.8 134,700 67.3

NVQ1 and above 52,600 77.6 57,000 81.8 54,000 86.1 163,600 81.7

Other qualifications 4,900 7.2 6,700 9.6 3,700 5.9 15,300 7.6

No qualifications 10,700 15.8 5,600 8.0 3,900 6.2 20,200 10.1

All people - working age 67,800 100.0 69,700 100.0 62,700 100.0 200,200 100.0

Qualification levels (% of working age population) 
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Trend in working age composition in West Kent (% of total working age population) 

Changing age composition in West Kent
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Aged 18‐24 (% of working age population)
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Aged 25‐29 (% of working age population)
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Aged 30‐34 (% of working age population)
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Aged 35‐39 (% of working age population)
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Aged 40‐44 (% of working age population)
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Aged 45‐49 (% of working age population)
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Sevenoaks 12.0 12.0 11.9 11.8 11.9 11.9 11.7 12.0 12.3 12.5

Tonbridge  & Mal l ing 11.1 10.9 10.8 10.8 10.9 11.2 11.5 11.8 12.0 12.5

Tunbridge  Wells 11.5 11.1 11.0 10.8 10.9 11.3 11.6 11.8 12.2 12.6

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

 

Aged 50‐54 (% of working age population)

10.0

10.5

11.0

11.5

12.0

12.5

13.0

13.5

14.0

Sevenoaks 13.6 13.5 13.6 13.5 12.7 12.0 11.6 11.2 11.1 11.2

Tonbridge  & Mal l ing 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.2 11.2 10.7 10.4 10.3 10.1 10.3

Tunbridge  Wells 12.3 12.5 12.6 12.4 11.8 11.1 10.6 10.5 10.3 10.5

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Aged 55‐59 (% of working age population)

9.0

10.0

11.0

12.0

13.0

Sevenoaks 9.8 10.2 10.5 11.2 12.2 12.8 12.8 12.6 12.4 11.5

Tonbridge  & Mal l ing 9.6 9.7 10.0 10.4 11.4 11.8 11.6 11.6 11.3 10.5

Tunbridge  Wel ls 9.2 9.5 9.6 10.0 10.9 11.6 11.7 11.9 11.7 10.8

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
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Aged 60‐64 (% of working age population)

8.0

9.0

10.0

11.0

12.0

Sevenoaks 9.0 9.1 9.2 9.0 9.0 9.2 9.5 9.7 10.0 11.1

Tonbridge  & Mall ing 8.5 8.6 8.6 8.4 8.3 8.7 8.9 9.1 9.4 10.3

Tunbridge  Wel ls 8.4 8.4 8.3 8.2 8.3 8.4 8.7 8.9 9.3 10.0

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
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Business support services
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Labour (cost, availability of required skills, etc)
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Sites and premises (availability, cost, quality, etc)
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Transport links and communications
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West Kent will be WORSE for these services than given areas by 2015 

Ashford Maidstone East Kent 
North 
Kent 

East 
Sussex 

Don't 
know 

Total 
Factors 

№ % № % № % № % № % № % № % 

Business support services 9  5.5  8  4.8  5  3.0  8  4.8  3  1.8  132 80.0  165  100
Availability of grants etc 9  5.5  6  3.6  11  6.7  8  4.8  7  4.2  124 75.2  165  100
Labour  11  6.7  10  6.1  8  4.8  9  5.5  8  4.8  119 72.1  165  100

Housing and quality of life 8  4.8  7  4.2  4  2.4  4  2.4  10  6.1  132 80.0  165  100

Sites and premises 20  12.1  20  12.1  15  9.1  17  10.3  14  8.5  79  47.9  165  100

Transport links & communications 17  10.3  11  6.7  6  3.6  13  7.9  4  2.4  114 69.1  165  100
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Businesses  possibly leaving West Kent by 2015

No
51.5%

Don't know
32.1%

Yes
16.4%

         

Number of companies  with qualified staff

25.4%

63.1%

44.3%

41.0%

Degree/ HND/ NVQ4 or
equivalent or higher

A/AS Level/ BTEC Nat./
NVQ 3/ Trade app'ship or
equivalent

GCSE/ NVQ 2 or equivalent

No qualifications

 
            

   

Experiences  of recruiting new staff (%)

Don't know, 
14.8

We have not 
tried to recruit 

anyone 
recently, 29.5 Recruiting 

staff is a 
significant 

problem, 17.2

We have no 
problem 

recruiting the 
staff we need, 

21.3

Recruiting 
staff is  a 
problem to 
some extent, 

17.2

                

Local  school  leavers preparedness (%)

Very poorly 
prepared, 14.8

Poorly 
prepared, 25.4

Not able to 
comment, 29.5

Neither well  
nor poorly 

prepared, 23.0

Well  
prepared, 6.6
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Job roles  di ffi cult to recruit to
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Opinion of how different sectors of the West Kent economy will perform over the next 10 years or so 
 

Very 
high 

growth 

Quite 
high 

growth 

Quite 
low 

growth 

Very low 
growth 

Negative 
growth 

Don't 
know 

Total 
Sector 

№ % № % № % № % № % № % № % 

Agriculture 2  1.6  17  13.9 34  27.9  10  8.2  6  4.9  53  43.4 122 100
Construction 6  4.9  32  26.2 28  23.0  6  4.9  2  1.6  48  39.3 122 100
Education 10  8.2  32  26.2 26  21.3  3  2.5  0  0.0  51  41.8 122 100
Electricity, gas and water 3  2.5  29  23.8 32  26.2  4  3.3  3  2.5  51  41.8 122 100
Engineering 0  0.0  14  11.5 41  33.6  7  5.7  7  5.7  53  43.4 122 100
Financial services 5  4.1  19  15.6 31  25.4  10  8.2  2  1.6  55  45.1 122 100
Food, drink and tobacco 5  4.1  34  27.9 23  18.9  5  4.1  2  1.6  53  43.4 122 100
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Health and social work 9  7.4  31  25.4 27  22.1  4  3.3  1  0.8  50  41.0 122 100
Hotels and restaurants 3  2.5  28  23.0 31  25.4  7  5.7  3  2.5  50  41.0 122 100
Mining and quarrying 0  0.0  4  3.3  18  14.8  18  14.8 27  22.1  55  45.1 122 100
Public administration and defence 5  4.1  16  13.1 26  21.3  16  13.1 5  4.1  54  44.3 122 100
Other business services 1  0.8  21  17.2 32  26.2  7  5.7  0  0.0  61  50.0 122 100
Other services 2  1.6  15  12.3 31  25.4  8  6.6  2  1.6  64  52.5 122 100
Rest of manufacturing 0  0.0  10  8.2  31  25.4  16  13.1 10  8.2  55  45.1 122 100
Retail and distribution 5  4.1  26  21.3 27  22.1  7  5.7  3  2.5  54  44.3 122 100
Transport and communications 5  4.1  26  21.3 30  24.6  5  4.1  3  2.5  53  43.4 122 100
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Data was provided by Locate in Kent on investments and 
redundancies for the periods 2007-8 and 2008-9.  This data was 
collected from a wide range of sources.  While it cannot be 
considered to be a statistically valid representation, it does 
provide some insight into the investments and redundancies in 
Kent ad West Kent for the period in question. 
 
D.1 Investments 
 
The share between the parts of Kent remained relatively stable 
over the two years in question. 
 

Investments in Kent by Area 

Investments 2007-8 % 2008-9 % 
Number recorded 2547  2629  

Central Corridor 573 22 607 23 

East Kent 594 23 659 25 

Thames Gateway 845 33 851 32 

West Kent 534 21 510 19 

Source: Locate in Kent data 

 
From the point of view of sector shares, Retail and Wholesale 
remain the strongest, followed by Business Services, 
Construction and Property, Public Administration and   
Leisure and Tourism. 
 
 
 

  Investments in West Kent, sector shares (top 5 sectors) 
 2007-8 (%) 2008-9 (%) 

Retail and Wholesale 23 20 
Business Services 16 15 
Construction and Property 15 14 
Public Administration 11 12 
Leisure and Tourism 8 9 
Source: Locate in Kent data 
 
 
D.2 Redundancies 
  
As regards redundancies over the two years in question, 
unsurprisingly, the absolute number has risen, and the share of 
West Kent has increased by some 4%.   
 
Redundancy announcements in Kent by area 

 2007-8 % 2008-9 % 
Number recorded 70   168   
Central Corridor 12 17 31 18 
East Kent 15 21 37 22 
Thames Gateway 31 44 67 40 
West Kent 9 13 29 17 
Source: Locate in Kent data 
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From a sector point of view, the number of jobs lost in West 
Kent is set out in the table below. 
 
Jobs lost in West Kent, by sector (top 5) 

2007-8  2008-9 
Other Manufacturing 195 Printing, Paper & Publishing 370 
Food and Agriculture 116 Financial Services 230 
Transport & Logistics 59 Automotive 182 
Public Administration 14 Retail and Wholesale 108 
Life Sciences 11 Transport and Logistics 87 
Source: Locate in Kent data 
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